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Daddy…..Dad….Pa-Pa,

There is so much that we

could say, but words alone
can’t express all that we
feel. We thank God for his
blessing that he gave us in
you. We thank him for the
pleasure and blessing to
take care of you, as you
had done for us for so
many years. And now,
although you are no longer physically present
with us, your love and
teachings that
you instilled within us will be
with us always. Our love and respect for
God and the importance of the church was taught to us
by you. I can hear you say, as you did so often from the words of
Joshua, when other kids were at home on Christmas morning and
early Easter Sunday and we were the only ones there at church, “As
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”.
We will miss your singing around the house, the numerous tries
at calling us because of all of the “J” names, your humor and wit,
and selective hearing. You were a man of integrity and forthrightness---no one ever had to wonder what you thought! We’ll miss the
World War II, police and your dating-days stories! We’ll even miss
two of your regular phrases: “Where’s my cornbread?”, and “I don’t
know”!
We were looking so forward to the plans that we made together,
from attending Jessica’s graduation in May to the family trip to D.C.
in June. Our hearts will be heavy, as they are now, at these events
without you, but as we did for Mom at the celebration table, instead
of one empty chair, we will now reserve two.
We’ll always love you!
Your Family,
Janice, Lacey, Johnson Jr.,
Jessica, Jennifer
& Jonathan

The Rev. Johnson White, Sr.
October 13, 1922 – April 4, 2009

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

I have

fought a good fight,

I have finished my course,

		

I have kept the faith.
2 Timothy 4:7

Rev.

Johnson White, Sr.’s Life Story

F

or much of his life, the Rev. Johnson White, Sr. carried
a Bible in one hand, and a pistol in the other. That’s
because Rev. White, who had been called to the ministry in the 1970s, was also a police officer – and he loved it.
“Long after he retired, he would say that he was still a
policeman,” said Janice, Rev. White’s daughter. “Being a
police officer stayed in his blood; he carried his badge just
like he did his driver’s license.”
Rev. White was born in Abbott, Mississippi, the fifth of
Henry Wilson White and Mary Henley White’s eight children.
Rev. White would often testify how, as a 13-year-old, he
found his salvation. He said during a revival, when he heard
the preacher say “Didn’t they crucify my Lord?”, before he knew anything, he was up and on the “mourner’s bench”. And he came off the
bench working: Before becoming a minister, he held, his daughter said,
“every single office in the church”, including usher, deacon, trustee and
even president of the adult choir.
By all accounts, including his own, Rev. White was a handsome
man. Perhaps that’s how he succeeded so quickly in convincing Clara
Mae Hawthorne, who was visiting St. Louis from Evergreen, Alabama,
to marry him less than a year after they met. He liked to tell his family
that when he saw her walking near the ice cream parlor at the corner of
Grand and Laclede, he promptly informed her that “You could be Mrs.
White if you want to.” Pretty soon, she wanted to
and they were married December 23, 1946. His
beloved Clara passed away on November 28, 2006,
after almost 60 years of marriage.
Three years prior to his marriage, Rev. White
was drafted into the U.S. Army and led men in
combat as a staff sergeant in World War II. After
his honorable discharge, he returned to St. Louis
to marriage and home, determined to provide
well for his family. And so he did.
As a young man, Rev. White was the general manager for H.W. White & Sons Construction Co., which he
co-owned with his two older brothers. He left the family business and
joined Heil Packing Co. where he was a foreman for 13 years. When
Heil moved out of town, he joined Krey Packing Co., where he worked
as a foreman for 15 years until the plant closed. He then worked 10
years at Normandy School District as supervisor of custodial services.
In 1976, he began a nearly three-decade career as a police officer
with the Goodfellow Terrace and Pine Lawn Police Departments, although he never relinquished his title of police officer.
“Even after retirement, he always knew every single police officer
by name and was always checking on us,” said Pine Lawn Police Chief
Ricky Collins. “He would always go where the police were, pull up in
his regular car and ask, ‘Do you need some backup?’ He always supported us.”
At the same time he was beginning his career as a police officer, he
embarked on a higher calling. He attended Brooks Bible College in St.
Louis and became pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church in Brooklyn,
Illinois for nine years. For the next 31 years until his death, he was the
pastor of Monumental M.B. Church, which he’d joined as a teenager.
Over the years, Rev. White also found time to be a barber, even
owning a shop with his former barber school classmate, Amid Munir.

He also drove a cab and a bus; worked as a funeral director at Metropolitan Funeral Home, served as a Police Commissioner and chaplain
for the cities of St. Louis and Pine Lawn; served on the St. Louis Board
of Probation and Parole, and served as a Pine Lawn alderman for 22
years. In fact, his name was on the April 7, ballot for alderman; he
passed away just three days before the election.
Rev. White was a 32nd degree Mason in the Jake
Gaston #18 Masonic Lodge. During his long and
well-lived life, Rev. White’s professional and community service included the Undertaker’s Association; Berean District; the Ministerial Alliance, served
on the board of the St. Louis Job Corps for 11 years;
and he served as moderator for the Southern Illinois
Conference for two years.
He played as hard as he worked. In his younger
days, he loved to dance; yes, dance, and he sang
second tenor. He appreciated all kinds of music, as
long as it had a little “bump” to it: Ella Fitzgerald’s
“A-Tisket, A-Tasket”; R&B (“He used to wear out
Marvin Gaye’s, “How Sweet it is to Be Loved By
You’,” Janice said), and, of course, sweet, sweet gospel music, like the
Clark Sisters’ “You Brought the Sunshine”.
One of his favorite pastimes was his daily mid-morning visit to the
Waffle House on Natural Bridge and Brown Roads, across the street
from where his parents are buried. The Waffle House staff knew what
he wanted and how he liked it, and his order was always ready when he
arrived. Like so many others, they loved Rev. White for his kindness.

Friends & Family

y daddy didn’t mind helping nobody; he helped a lot of people
“M
financially and as a mentor,” said Rev. White’s son, Johnson, Jr.
“He touched the lives of so many people.”

Janice agreed. “His bark was worse than his bite. He was very headstrong, but soft inside. He had great love for people, the church, his family, especially his grandchildren, and a love for the Police Department.”
The love was mutual. One of Rev. White’s favorite phrases was “I
love you and ain’t nothing you can do about it.”
Rev. White, a man with the world’s firmest handshake, a policeman for life who was still going to the firing range at age 85, a man who
chose to be forever young in thought and deed, a man who continuously
grieved for the wife he lost, the man who lived vibrantly, slipped quietly
away at 2:10 a.m. on Saturday, April 4.
In addition to his parents, Henry and Mary White, and his wife,
Clara, he was preceded in death by his siblings, Canary Smiley, Sterling
White, Sr., Ernest White, Magnolia Brown, Guinn McPherson White and
a sister who died in infancy.
Among those mourning Rev. White are his children:
Janice Denise Harris (Lacey) and Johnson White, Jr.,
both of St. Louis; his niece, whom they raised,
Louvenia Crawford of St. Louis; his sister, Bertha
Wright, of Three Rivers, Michigan; three grandchildren:
Jessica, Jennifer and Jonathan Harris, all of St. Louis;
three sisters-in-law: Margaret White, Effie White and
Janice White, all of Three Rivers, Michigan; a brotherin-law, James Brown, of St. Louis; along with his
church family, police partners, three Godchildren and
many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Sunday, April 12, 2009, 4:00 p.m.
Monumental Missionary Baptist Church
4368-70 Page Boulevard / St. Louis, Missouri 63113
Pastor Reginald Rogers, Sr., Officiating
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Clergy, Family & Police Officers
Pastor Linden Bowie 		
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1
New Testament: II Corinthians 5:1&2
Bishop Michael West
Monumental M.B. Church and Combined Choirs
Deacon Albert Leatherberry
Psalmist Erna French
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Berean District
Psalmist Latisha Haynes
Waffle House Representative
Bircher Neighbors
Sis. Alma Berry
Bro. Cary Thornton
Read silently to soft music		
The Hon. Sylvester L. Caldwell
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